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International education is a cornerstone of Australia’s educational 

ecosystem, cultural exchange, and global standing. Peter Dutton and 

the Coalition have adopted xenophobic rhetoric that threatens this vital 

sector. Dutton’s plans to cut international student numbers by 30,000 in 

the first year would severely impact public universities and the broader 

economy, slashing $5.8 billion and threatening thousands of jobs, 

especially in research.
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